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II.   Letter to W, E. Forster,1 May 26, 188L
.....Of course the  chance of succeeding in any
of the objects on which I am now working depends
upon the amount of support which I receive from
Hartington, and after a year's experience I do not feel
that I know what I may expect from that quarter, has no time
Hartington is, I imagine, greatly overworked withto consider
Parliamentary and general business, and I suspect that
a good many things are practically settled by the India
Office Officials, in whom my confidence is not un-
limited .... I need not say that if the Govt. have not
entire confidence in me... . the smallest hint would
suffice to take me back to England ....
III.   Lord Hartington to Lord Ripon,
December 11, 1882.
..... I have long felt that the business of the
India Office was more than I could contend with, and D.~   ,.
I much doubt whether, when very large questions have Of Secre-
to be dealt with,......it is not more than any man, tary of
with much House of Commons work and much to do
in the Cabinet with subjects of general policy, can
attempt to manage; and I have long felt that many
of the subjects at which you have worked so hard and
in which you have taken so much interest have been
neglected and postponed in a way which was not fair
to you, your colleagues, or India. Obstructive as you
may have considered us sometimes at the India Office,
there is only one opinion there as to the great zeal and
ability of the present Government of India.......
12.   LORD RIPON ON LOCAL SELF-
GOVERNMENT, 1882.
(Memorandum to the Secretary of State,
December 25, 1882).
[Lord Ripon had at one time meditated the possibility of
introducing an elective element into the Imperial and
Provincial Legislative Councils. This idea he abandoned later
1 Member of Gladstone's Cabinet.